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3. THE LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN

Norway, a monarchy in northern Europe, “the land of the
midnight sun,” lies at the west of the Scandinavian peninsula,
and stretches out for approximately 280,000 square miles. Nor-
way also rules the many islands along its western coast, Lafoti,
Vesteralen, and others, together with other islands of the Arctic
Ocean, such as Svallard, to mention one.

Over the centuries, the political status of Norway was al-
ways intimately bound always with Sweden or with Denmark.
It was not until 1905 that it became autonomous, having severed
its ties with Sweden and established its own peaceful and inde-
pendent political status.

The government is a constitutional monarchy of approxi-
mately four million people, its religion predominantly Lutheran,
with its seat of government at Oslo, a city of approximately a
half million population.

4. THE OSLO MUSEUM: THE BOW OF A VIKING SHIP

Situated almost adjacent to the polar world, Norway is one
of the most ancient nations of Europe. It is said that it was al-
ready inhabited 8,000 years before Christ and that it was an
advanced cultural center despite the fact that little was known
of it.

The not too hospitable environment drove the Norwegians
to seek their destiny in the sea. Able navigators and shrewd
traders brought them into contact with the Roman civilization.
But it was not until the 8th century after Christ, during the era
of the famous Vikings, that the country assumed a political
stature and acquired its place in the history of the other Euro-
pean peoples.




It was in this period that the Viking seafarers ventured
forth in the navigational characteristic of them to the shores of
the British isles where they replenished their supplies and
where they established their first bonds with Western civiliza-
tion and Christianity.

5. GEOGRAPHY OF NORWAY

The greatest part of Norway is ocean-bound. Its coast is
high, rocky uneven, and largely dotted with 10,000 cliffs and
islets. In its remorseless but slow erosion, the sea has beaten
deeply into the rocks forming what have come to be known as
fjords. These inlets are 60 to 80 miles long; but the Westfjord
is more than 120 miles long and the Songefjord is about 180
miles long.

6. A FJORD

This is an ocean-liner on a fjord. The width of the Nor-
wegian fjords and the water depths allow for the navigation
of vessels of considerable tonnage on them.

The Fjord which we see here speaks for itself as we see a
Norwegian transatlantic vessel that trades with the United
States.

7. FISHING FLEETS

The temperature along the fjords is relatively mild, there-
by favoring the sprouting on its shores of numerous fishing
villages and other seafaring people.

The damp climate and the great quantity of torrents which
irrigate the soil have turned the coast into an intensely green
coast-line. The Gulf Stream which has crept into the fjords
carrying its warm and streamy waters, makes the otherwise
rigorous Norwegian climate less severe and the prevents the
waters of the harbors from becoming frozen. Because of this,
the fishing fleets are enabled to ply the waters even in winter.

8. SHIP BUILDING

And here we have a small port on the banks of a fjord.
During the short summer, the fjords are over-run by vacation-
ers and tourists. The almost year-round calm of the waters and
the mildness of the climate makes this season patricularly at-
tractive to all who love the sea.
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While they are accustomed to build only freight-carriers
or large fishing vessels, the Norwegians do not neglect to build
passenger vessels some of which we see in this charming pic-
ture. More broadly, we also see some fishing boats that are
characteristically Norwegian.

9. THE COAST ALONG THE NORTHERN CAP

The Northern Cap erroneously held to be such until a short
time ago, is actually the Northern tip of Europe, a dreary and
uniform rocky promontory that rises about 400 yards above
sea-level.

The reasons for this exasperating parallelism are due to
geological formation of the soil which was formed after the
great cataclyams of the fourth glacial period. These earth up-
heavals have resulted in these long and even risings which are
broken only rarely, here and there, by hills that rarely are
higher than 400 yards.

10. THE RAPIDS ON THE GAULA RIVER

This is the Gaula River which is particularly famed in Nor-
way because of its large and flavorful salmon.

The countless glaciers on the Norwegian mountains give
life to a large number of rivers and torrents. But these water-
ways are very short because the mountains from which they
originate are all only a short way from the coast. The only
river of any importance is the Glommen which is about 500
miles long, and empties into the North Sea, a short distance
from Oslo.

The other waterways are more or less torrential but they
are subject to strong and sudden depths because all along their
course there are no catch-basins that could regulate their flow.

11. THE “MIDNIGHT SUN”

As you travel northward, the days become very long in
Summer and the nights become interminable in winter. The
Arctic Polar Circle cuts Norway almost in half, so that the
sun does not set all summer, but sinks toward the horizon, then
rises again in pale splendor at midnight in a still and golden
sky reflected in the sea.




12. THE MIDNIGHT SUN AT NARVIK

It is incredible that the midnight sun casts an opaque and
weak light, causing low visibility.

This is the small city of Narvik, one of the northernmost in
Norway. The midnight sun has scarcely risen, but visibility is
clear and the countryside is resplendent as the warmest clime
at mid-day.

13. FISHING

These are codfish stretched out to dry. The Norwegians
obtain their principal resource out of the sea. The most able
and daring fishermen venture almost all year into the perilous
waters of the North Sea hunting whales and seals. It is inter-
esting to note that the Norwegian whaling fleet is the most
skilled in the world and that he most skilled fishermen in this
specialty come from Norway.

Along the coast, however, herrings are the special catch,
as well as cod and sardines. The teeming catch along the Nor-
wegian coastal waters is in great part due to the great depths
in certain areas, but more to the favorable conditions created
by the warm waters of the Gulf Stream and the icy currents
of the nordic seas.

Beside herring and cod, there are also appreciable quantities
of other fish that are consumed while yet fresh. Nevertheless,
the sale of fish on the local market is very low, so that the
herring and the cod are salted and stretch out to dry in the
sun and fresh air, preparing them for canning and export.

14. HERE WE SEE A MODERN FISH CANNERY

The fishing industry is one of the major resources of Nor-
way. In these modern plants the fish are cleaned, cut into pieces
if they are large and put into cases with the most careful hy-
gienic methods.

15. THESE ARE TREE TRUNKS PILED IN A LAKE

Another source of Norwegian wealth are the immense and
limitless forests that cover one-forth of the country’s land. In
these forests, beechwood and fir abound, perfectly adaptable to
house building, boats, and pulp.

The trees are generally felled in autumn and winter. Then,
in spring, when the rivers swell, the tree trunks are allowed
to float downstream, piling up along the banks or lakes. Then
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they are allowed to dry out and sent to the saw-mills or ship-
yards.

16. A NORWEGIAN HOME

And here we see a woman in costume at a very old wooden
house. The Norwegians are great home-lovers, and not without
good reason. The long and severe winters force the people to
stay indoors for a good part of the year: hence, for that reason,
everyone tries to make his home attractive, welcoming, and
comfortable.

The general run of Norwegian homes are wooden struc-
tures. However, we must not fail to realize that in the large
centers and particularly in Oslo, there are buildings made of
masonry and even sky-scrapers. In Norway, however, large
crowded clusters are very scarce and we should not judge the
building style of the whole country by it, since in most provin-
cial villages, the wooden home continues to be the prevalent
style and the most suitable of th domestic traditions.

Very often, the home is regarded as a small kingdom, with
its walls decorated with designs and artistic inlays which lend
restful surroundings, gaiety, and comforting pleasure.

17. ANCIENT WOODEN CHURCH

And this is the ancient wooden church of Heddal. One of
the oldest churches in Norway, it was erected in 1250.

Strange as it may seem, it is completely built of wood and
plaster in the same gothic-oriental Scandinavian churches built
in masonry.

18. TRONDHEIM, HOUSES BUILT ON STILTS

Being for the most part seamen and peasants, Norwegians
prefer to live in sparsely settled villages along the coasts or
on isolated tracts of land on higher ground, rather than in the
cities.

The wooden Norwegian home is located and technically
built in a manner completelv different and strange to us. In
this class are the stabur, pretty buildings that are raised from
the soil, supported by wooden poles or stone pillars.

When we see these buildings along the lake-fronts or river-
banks, they assume the aspect of similarly built pre-historic
structures and remind us of the human way of living at the
dawn of civilization.




19. HERE WE SEE A LARGE FRAME-DWELLING
IN TRONDHEIM

However, let us not be misled into assuming that there are
no wooden buildings in the larger cities. Quite the contrary! In
fact, almost a century ago, buildings made of masonry were
almost unknown, and all the large cities, like the small villages,
were uniformly built of wood. This building, one of the largest
in Norway, constructed of wood, is a example of it. But over
the centuries, many fires easily gutted the homes and many
times devastated Oslo, Bergen, and other Norwegian cities, so
that now, in order to prevent this great danger, the larger cities
are preferably built in masonry.

20. THIS IS A VILLAGE WITH SMALL WOODEN HOMES

In the rural areas, however, homes are still made entirely
of wood, since this Norwegian commodity is practically inex-
haustible. At best, only the basement is made of stone or mas-
onry. Besides, wood holds heat better than cement. For that
reason, despite the ever-present danger of fires, the Norwegians
keep fire-extinguishers and use fire-escapes rather than give
up the traditionally and traditionally typical and comfortable
wooden home.

21. THIS IS A RURAL CABIN NEAR OSLO

The typical country homes such as we see here have a
slanting roof made of tile or galvanized metal covered over
with a layer of brush and leaves, tightly and evenly packed.
The exterior walls are always varnished and vividly colored,
in red, yellow, or black, while the windows have snow-white
awnings and the window-sills are festooned with pots of geran-
iums. The colors and the flowers represent the reaction of the
Norwegians to the monotony and the grey which surround them
for so many months of the year.

22. NARVIK

This is Narvik, with its harbor plants for iron-smelting.
Norwegian industry lacks some basic materials such as iron,
coal, and petroleum. To make up for it, however, the numerous
waterways and lake basins have allowed an impressive develop-
ment to the hydroelectric industry to such an extent that Nor-
way transmits power even to Sweden.
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Thanks to the plentifulness of this electrical power, it has
enormously developed its metallurgical industry and converts
the basic materials imported from abroad, into Swedish iron
that is smelted in these large port plants at the small city of
Narvik.

23. A LAPLANDER NEAR HIS TENT

In the northernmost part of Norway, called Finmark, where
in winter the temperature drops to 50 below, we find the extra-
ordinary Laplanders, a nomad people of very ancient origin of
Curasian stock.

Actually, the Laplanders live notarily in Norway but also
in Swedan and especially in Finland. Today, their number has
decreased to about 40,000 and despite every modern advance-
ment, they prefer to lead the same nomadic and insecure lives
of their ancestors.

They have neither houses nor buildings, their dwellings
consisting of miserable huts made of poles stuck into the ground
and covered with rein-deer skins. Their chief occupation is
pastoral, following the reindeer herds at their seasonal migra-
tions: in winter, deep into the forests; and during the beauti-
ful summer high up the mountains where they go searching for
fresh lichens.

24. LAPLANDER WOMEN IN A VILLAGE NEAR ALTO

Here are two Lapland women wearing their characteristic
traditional costumes.

Many attempts have been made to lead the Laplanders into
the new ways of life but all have failed because they understand
no activities other than hunting, fishing, following the reindeer
herds at pasture and above . . . to live in absolute liberty. And
let no one doubt that the man-killing climate stands in the
way of their living because in complete expenses it has been
established that Lapland babies live and grow sturdily, while
in homes that offer every comfort, 35% of them contract tuber-
culosis.

25. A LAPLAND GIRL

The attire of the Laplanders is very simple. The men wear
a kind of blouse, usually of bright color, very loose-fitting,
which reaches to the calves of his legs, and a leather belt dec-
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orated with metal discs. At the neck, the wrists, and along the
lower hem, the blouse is decorated with strips of trimming.

The trousers are more or less tight. The footwear are
fashioned of reindeer skins which they, themselves, have cured
by rudimentary methods.

The women wear a long frock which is also trimmed in
glaringly bright colors. They wear trousers only in winter
when they must ski. The hoods of the women are usually made
of red cloth, trimmed with appliques and embroidery.

26. A LAPLAND TRIBAL CHIEF

The men’s head-dresses are usually characteristic. Most
common of them are shaped like a small child’s hood made of
heavy cloth and surmounted by three or more points which
remind us of the caps worn by medieval minstrels.

Normally, the Laplanders wear this type of head-gear in
holiday periods. Today, however, with an eye toward the im-
portance of the tourist trade, they sport the same head-dress
for the benefit of visitors who travel even as far as their boun-
daries to take in the more typical aspects of Lapland folk lore.

27. A LAPLAND MOTHER AND HER BABY

Lapland child grow sturdily, without bad habits or petting,
and always under the watchful eye of their parents. On the
whole, from early childhood they are well-behaved and obedi-
ent, and they soon learn to know the labors of a hard-working
life.

28. THE MEANINGS OF A HARD LIFE

At eight years of age, the children attend a nomadic school
built by the village in which they live and receive an adequate
basic education. From then on they stay very close to their
parents and take up the nomadic life, learning to hunt, tend
the reindeer herds, and protect themselves against the sub-zero
cold, while they also learn to build their rudimentary huts.

29. REINDEER AT PASTURE

Reindeer are the principal wealth of the Laplanders. Every
family owns at least a hundred of them from which they derive
the better part of their livelihood. As a matter of fact the rein-
deer supplies them with meat, skins, the horns, and many other
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things that we could hardly imagine. At one time they roamed
wild and were merely regarded as game for the hunter; but
today, the Laplanders have learned to breed and raise them and
to follow their migrations.

The slaughter of these animals invariably is done in autumn
when the natives are very careful to kill the older males and
the females which can no longer produce calves. Part of the
meat is eaten fresh and most of it is smoked or dried hard for
use during the winter months.

30. ROAMING HERDS

These herds are roaming over the Djupvatn glacier. Some
tribes still raise sheep and goats which in summer, as we see
here, are herded to graze near the glaciers where the melting
snow has stimulated the growth of moss and lichens on the
rocks.

31. A PANORAMIC VIEW OF OSLO

Oslo is the capital of Norway, which has been a well-known
center of religious learning and trade center from earliest re-
corded history. In the 13th Century it had achieved such prom-
inence that it became established as the nation’s capital. Com-
pletely destroyed by fire in 1624, it was entirely rebuilt and
was named Christiana, a name which it held until 1925.

The heart of the city is typically medieval. From this point
wide streets fan out and trees line avenues along which one
can see the growth of the new city with its modern masonry
buildings and even skycrapers.

32. OSLO HARBOR

The university, the port seething with world-wide interna-
tional trade traffic, mechanical and ship-building, textiles, and
manufacturing, have made Oslo not only the poltical center
of the country, but also the leading cultural, commercial, and
industrial heart of all Norway.

33. SMALL FISHING CRAFT IN BERGEN HARBOR

Bergen, with its 120,000 population ranks second only to
Oslo, in Norway. Founded during the Middle Ages, it has also
been destroyed by several fires, but has also been rebuilt each
time according to its original plan.
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Proudly displaying and excellent harbor and very well-
equipped merchant fleet, Bergen is the nation’s foremost water-
way where the heaviest traffic with the Americas is carried on,
especially in the export of fish and its by-products.

34. THE MARKETPLACE IN TRANDHEIM

With its population of 60,000, it is the largest city and the
farthest to the North: in fact, it is 400 miles to the north of
Oslo. The city was founded during he 11th Century and spread
out at the mouth of the Nea River.

It also has a well-equipped merchant and fishing fleet and
is the center of very active industries. Most of its trade centers
around the export of fish and its derivatives, lumber, beaver-
board, logs, and other things. Furthermore, Trandheim is the
center of a railroad network since it is the home-base of the
Nordland system.

35. A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF STAVENGER

Located at the south-west coast of Norway at the mouth
of the fjord from which it derives its name, it numbers 55,000
inhabitants. Situated on a good commercial port, Stavenger is
a very bustling center of food-processing industries, outstand-
ing among them being fish canneries.

36. THE TROMSO BRIDGE

This attractive little city is built on an island at approxi-
mately 70 degrees latitude, and is the homebase as well as the
point of departure for the fishing fleets that ply the Arctic
waters.

It is the largest urban settlement at the Arctic circle, and
while it rises on an island, we might classify it as continental:
in fact, since 1960, a bridge connects it with the mainland. This
important viaduct is one of the outstanding achievements of
Norwegian technology.

37. SUMMER THAW

This is the melting of an ice-bound mountain lake. Another
terrible winter has passed. The darkness which has shrouded
the most part of Norway during the long months begins to lift
and the sun begins to peek out over the horizon. Nature begins
to awaken: Men, animals, and vegetation have awaited that
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moment impatiently. Even the small mountain lakes begin
slowly to melt and shed their icy coat and soon, these open
wounds that have been frozen over with snow and ice, will re-
turn to new life. So this is Norway: a country whose frontiers
extend to the extreme north of Europe, but despite all this, a
country which is most interesting and fascinating.

38. THE END
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